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T 
his year marks the 500th anniversary of the start of the Reformation, sig-

nalled when Martin Luther (1483-1546) posted ninety-five óthesesô about 

various corrupt practices in the Church on the door of the Castle Church in 

the tiny German town of Wittenberg, on 31 October 1517.  Thanks to the printing 

press, they soon ówent viralô, and reforms began all over Europe.  Luther was ex-

communicated by the Pope, and went on to develop a distinctive kind of Church in 

much of northern Europe. 

My theological work has taken me a lot to Germany, and also to Scandinavia, Ice-

land, and Latvia, and in all those countries Protestant Christians are usually Lutheran 

(as opposed to Switzerland, Scotland, and The Netherlands, where they are more 

typically Calvinist).  So I have worshipped frequently in Lutheran churches, and feel 

very much at home in them.  Lutheran services, like those in the parish of Abingdon-

on-Thames, are orderly and follow a set liturgy, though the sermons are longer!  

There is often wonderful music (J. S. Bach was a Lutheran), and Lutherans had no 

tradition of destroying art in churches, such as happened in England during our 

Reformation.  Services are not particularly ólow churchô in our terms, and in Scandi-

navia clergy often wear vestments, though in Germany usually just a black Talar (a 

bit like a cassock). 

What do Lutherans believe?  For the most part, the same things as us: they recite the 

Creed every Sunday, just as we do.  But everything is held within the framework of 

ójustification by grace through faithô, the central Lutheran principle that insists on 

Godôs initiative in our salvation.  We donôt believe in God through Christ to earn our 

place in Godôs love, but simply accept it through faith.  So the items of belief, listed 

in the Creed, are not a set of tick-boxes we have to fill in before God will accept us, 

but are more like parts of a hymn celebrating what God has done for us.  There are 

strains in Lutheranism that stress the human guilt from which we need savingðand 

produce the caricature of the gloomy Scandinavian; but in essence Lutheranism is a 

joyful faith, emphasizing our freedom as children of God, whom God loves even 

before weôve done anything to deserve it.  

Luther has never been a big influence in England, so youôd be hard put to it to find a 

Lutheran church here (there are a few in London, mainly serving ex-pats), though in 

Oxford a German Lutheran community borrows St Maryôs once a month for an af-

ternoon service.  Many Lutherans in England worship in Anglican churches, which 

they find congenial though a bit too prone to moralizing (because English Christiani-

ty has not been quite so clear on justification through faith alone).  But Anglicanism 

as we experience it in all three churches in Abingdon-on-Thames has evolved so as 

to be quite similar to Lutheranism in style and feel, and in its variety.  When we 

think ecumenically Lutherans are not often in our minds; I hope that this year they 

will be. 
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This month in The Window... 

Solution to Februaryôs Crossword, SS Beer & Chips 

by Eccles: the asterisked clues were Herbs & Spices - 

an anagram of the title. 

The clergy team had a Quiet Day on 2 February at St Mary's Convent in 

Wantage. Appropriately for the Feast of Candlemas, this icon was in the Mary 

Magdalen chapel. Candlemas is the foundation feast for the sisters of the Com-

munity, which next year celebrates their 170th anniversary. 

The convent is a lovely setting for individual and group retreats and quiet days 

and meetings; contact guestwing@csmv.co.uk 

...we celebrate two events, one sacred, one secu-

lar, as part of the St Michael's 150 celebration.  

Andrew Colborne writes about the history of St 

David and more recent commemorations of his 

feast day which falls this month. March 1 is also 

Ash Wednesday this year; next month The Win-

dow will give details of services and events lead-

ing up to Easter, as well as details of the Annual 

District and Parochial Church Meetings. 

News from the Parish 

On Sunday 12 February Bishop Colin came to con-

firm Martin Abbott, Tarrant Tonks and Tristan Tonks 

from this parish, and from our deanery sister church of 

St Leonard's, Sunningwell, Robert and Penelope Nichol. 

The Revd Emma Percy, Bowles lecturer at St Nicolasô, 

was installed as an honorary canon of Christ Church Ca-

thedral on 28 September. For more details and photo-

graphs, visit the diocesan website. 
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We ARE amusedé 

éas Queen Victoria would have agreed herself 

had she been fortunate enough to have enjoyed 

the entertainment in St Michaelôs Church provid-

ed by a talented group of musicians and thespi-

ans. The Church was transformed into a Victorian 

parlour to entertain the audience with readings 

from the classics, poems both humorous and seri-

ous, and a variety of musical offerings.  A high-

light was the music of the violin, cello, piano en-

semble (Catherine Ng, Avril Ivin and Glynne 

Butt) who performed pieces by Elgar, Massenet 

and Rubinstein.   Queen Victoriaôs favourite, Mr. 

Mendelssohn, was represented by one of his 

óSongs without Words.ô But equally memorable 

were the hilarious renderings of DôOyly Carte 

favourites.   

The sentimentality of our Victorian forbears was 

brought alive through the gentle mockery of dra-

ma.  One hundred and fifty years after its first 

performance in Abingdon, we were treated to the 

farcical proposal scene from óUsed Upô,  per-

formed by Tara Willis and Alex Winterburn. And 

what a delight to see our friends Mr and Mrs 

Clare in the guise of an oleaginous mourning 

warehouse proprietor and his client! 

The entertainment was devised by Glynne Butt 

and Hilary Clare who were aided and abetted by 

John Clare, Mary Clare, Avril Ivin, Catherine Ng, 

Paul Smith (can we ever forget that wig?) Peter 

Willis, Tara Willis and Alex Winterburn. Jane 

Cadogan and the Abingdon Drama Club provided 

costumes. 

The readings interspersing the entertainment took 

us back to 1867, to the dedication and consecra-

tion of the Church of St Michael and All Angelsô.  

We were reminded of the original vision of the 

Revd Nathaniel Dodson who fought for another 

church to be built in Abingdon to support the 

brewers and the tanners who worked here. The 

evening brought alive the concerns, the affecta-

tions, the joys and griefs, but above all the energy 

of those years of change. St Michaelôs Church 

was born then and, thanks to our Victorian ances-

tors, is the beautiful place in which we worship 

today. 

Evening of Victorian Variety 
28 January 2017 

óThree little maids from schoolô 

The Revd Nathaniel Dodson and congregation sing  

óForward be our Watchwordô. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

In January St Nicolasô was pleased to host the lunchtime prayers as part of  Church 

in Abingdonôs  marking of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Each day a mem-

ber of the clergy team of the Churches in Abingdon led an ecumenical congregation -  

representing all our various denominations, and none - in reflection on, and prayers 

for, our troubled world in difficult and divided times.  Through readings, prayer and 

song we were encouraged to think about divisions historical and current, and to 

pledge to work towards greater understanding and unity. 

The prayers were followed by an opportunity for refreshment and fellowship, and 

conversations were wide ranging and animated. 

It was a pleasure to be able to host this event, and we thank all those who gave up 

their time to lead us in these simple yet thought provoking acts of shared worship. 
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On 25 January 1867, St Michael and All Angelsô 

Church was consecrated and dedicated by Samuel 

Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford. The building of 

the Church, was 

the vision of Na-

thanial Dodson, 

Vicar of Abingdon 

since 1824.He ar-

gued that a county 

town as populous 

as Abingdon need-

ed more than the 

two churches it 

currently possessed 

for the relief of 

óspiritual destitu-

tionô. 

On 25 January 

2017, we of St 

Michaelôs, joined 

by many friends 

from the town and 

from our partner churches, celebrated the vision 

of the Revd Nathaniel Dodson with an anniver-

sary service in which we were able óto give 

thanks for all that is past, and look to the future in 

hope and faith under the same hand of God which 

has guided all in the place over the last 150 

yearsô (the Revd Paul Smith). The Bishop of Dor-

chester, Colin Fletcher, presided and preached at 

the service and took for his theme the strap-line 

of our year of commemoration óéinto the cen-

tre, out from the edgeéô He reminded us of 

the ways those words have been enacted in 

the actions and worship of those associ-

ated with St Michaelôs in the past. 

And he then moved to the challenges of  today 

and of the future as we continue to keep centred 

on the love of Christ, as we go out into the world. 

Our worship was 

assisted by the 

combined choir of 

the three Abing-

don churches, led 

by Glynne Butt 

who chose two 

beautiful anthems, 

Brucknerôs óLocus 

Isteô and óBe still 

for the presence of 

the Lordô (David 

Evans, arr. Tam-

blin) for the occa-

sion. 

It was delightful 

to welcome a 

number of guests, 

including the Dep-

uty Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Mr Poul Christen-

sen CBE, and many old friends, among them: Fr 

Keith Kinnaird, Fr Peter Doll, Fr Peter Silva, and 

the families of Fr Gordon Roe and Fr John Wil-

liams ï the latter two having served as incum-

bents a long time ago.  So much enjoyment was 

had as memories were shared. 

And the icing on the cake, literally as well as 

metaphorically, was a cake made especially by 

Chris Waite which we enjoyed along with 

some appropriate bubbly to celebrate a 

very happy and uplifting evening. 

St Michael and All Angels: 150 years Dedication Festival 
 éinto the centre, out from the edgeé 

 

Louise Heffernan 

 


