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Easter God, Easter People 
 

The Revd Christopher Jones 

 

“I‟m afraid it‟s not good news,” said the consultant. “We‟re pretty sure that 

we‟ve found a tumour, and it‟s almost certain to be malignant.”  After a year of 

acute abdominal pains, speculation and apprehension, it was a relief rather than a 

shock to receive a diagnosis of cancer of the bowel.  Since that day in October 

2009, my journey has mingled anxiety and hope but most importantly, it has not 

been made alone. 

Facing the possibility of premature death sharpens one‟s engagement with life 

and brings a sense of perspective about what really matters.  For a Christian, it 

tests our fundamental belief in God and his purposes for us.  The language of 

death and resurrection reverberates through the New Testament, and is echoed 

plentifully in our liturgies, especially at Easter as we celebrate Christ‟s passage 

through betrayal, suffering and death to life eternal.  But what about my death?... 

and my resurrection? 

After the diagnosis, an agonising ten-day wait followed, to discover how far the 

cancer had spread.  A CT scan showed that it was relatively confined, and there 

was every prospect of successful surgery, involving removal of half my colon.  

This was a huge relief but it left many questions in the air.  I was fortunate to 

enjoy unstinting support from my family, friends and work colleagues, one of 

whom joked that henceforth I would have a semi-colon – to which my reply was 

that this was infinitely preferable to a full stop! 

The decisive question was, “Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ?” (Romans 8:35) and I found myself honestly able to answer, with St Paul, 

“Nothing in all creation.”   I felt as close to God as I have ever done, but this 

was due in great measure to the human support and love I was receiving.  In ad-

versity I think we cope as we are able: there is no preordained script, but God 

enables us to adapt to events and find the way forward, through uncertainty, fear, 

perplexity and anger to find inner resources of faith and hope that we never real-

ised we had.  As a familiar Collect says, “walking in the way of the cross, we 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace” – because the crucified 

and risen Lord walks with us. 

After my operation in late November, I am now undergoing six months of che-

motherapy, with every hope of full recovery.  So what have I learned from this 

experience so far?  First, that divine compassion and help come to us through 

human agents.  Like many people I find it easier to give than to receive, and I 

have been moved and humbled by the care of others.  Second, that illness and 

vulnerability induce solidarity with others: I discovered what Robert Browning 

called “the fellowship of the hospital ward”.  Third, that in the face of life and 

death some things matter very much and some hardly at all, and I shall try to live 

with changed and wiser priorities.  And finally, that life is precious and not to be 

taken for granted but enjoyed thankfully and to the full. 

I now believe more than ever in our Easter God, and in our calling to be his 

Easter people, walking in newness of life and filled with hope and joy in him. 
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The New Ashmolean 
Sheila Hills 

The  „new‟ Ashmolean,  opened officially by The 

Queen on 2 December 2009, consists of 39 new 

galleries designed by the architect Rick Mather.  

It is attached to the „old‟ Ashmolean, housed in 

the Cockerell  building of 1845 and despite the 

extent and height of the new building, its foot-

print is exactly the same as that of the now-

demolished archaeological galleries, built in 

1894. 

The theme of the new Museum is  „Crossing Cul-

ture, Crossing Time‟ and represents a new way of 

looking at the collections, which are spread over 

five storeys.  The Lower Ground floor, devoted to 

„Crossing Cultures‟, provides the story of how the 

ideas of vastly different cultures – for instance in 

writing or textiles, are intermingled. 

The „Crossing Time‟ theme leads the visitor 

through developments in civilisations over time, 

from the Ancient World on the ground floor, 

reaching the 20th Century on Level 3.  At which 

point, a further climb to Level  4 and the Restau-

rant with its view over Oxford, is to be recom-

mended! 

As a „Gallery Lecturer‟ – the word „guide‟, now 

forbidden, I am still finding my way around and I 

have to carry a card on my tours, reminding me 

where to go next.  For the talk which I gave to the 

Friends of St Helen‟s in January, I divided the 

subject matter of the slides into several categories 

into which paintings could fit, although the Art 

collections in the „old‟ Cockerell building will 

continue to be displayed chronologically. 

„Britain‟s First Museum‟ (the collection of the 

Tradescant family catalogued by Elias Ashmole 

and brought to Oxford in 1683) contains souve-

nirs from their plant-hunting travels, including 

fearsome weapons, musical instruments and 

decorative objects from the newly-discovered 

parts of the world. 

The „Human Image‟ ranges from an Egyptian 

mummy portrait of AD90 to Sickert‟s self-

portrait of 1914, „Jewellery‟ encompasses a beau-

tiful gold „acorn‟ necklace from the 5th Century 

BC to the most important Ashmolean treasure – 

the Alfred Jewel, made to Alfred the Great‟s spe-

cific design in the 9th Century AD. 

„Crafts and Design‟ features examples of tie-

dying in 19th Century Turkestan as used in col-

ourful robes, and Roman glass from 350 AD.  

The unique Oxford Crown, produced in  

Charles I‟s Mint in New Inn Hall Street in 1643, 

has its own display case in the „Money‟ gallery. 

„Religion‟ includes the reliquary casket of 

Archbishop Thomas Becket with its associated 

pilgrim badges, Byzantine icons and even Egyp-

tian funerary amulets from 2300 BC. 

The theme of „Animals‟ contains minutely drawn 

insect studies from 1650s Holland, an Egyptian 

fish vase from 3500 BC together with Stanley 

Spencer‟s „Cows at Cookham‟ of the 1930s. 

„Eating and drinking‟ has always been popular – 

there are models of  Ancient Egyptian beer-

makers, a Greek drinking cup of the 5th Century 

BC featuring a fearsome head of Medusa, and an 

elegant silver coffee pot of 1737 by the foremost 

Huguenot goldsmith, Paul de Lamerie. 

I have been able to mention here, only a very few 

artefacts from the thousands that are on display.  

Most of these have never been exhibited before 

and the best thing to do would be to go into the 

Museum whenever you have an hour to spend, 

choose one or two galleries at a time – and enjoy 

them. 

The Latest Good News 

The Bible Society is promoting a new way of engaging with the Bible. It‟s about meeting 

your friends in a public place (coffee shop/pub/restaurant), to connect God, you and every-

day life. Find out more at www.lyfe.org.uk  

 

The Oxford Diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org is hosting Faith in Politics a  

16 page document „Preparing Churches for the General Election 2010‟. 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org
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The Lily Crucifix—why a lily? 
Rachel Shearer 

 

The Madonna lily (Lilium candidum) has long been associated with purity. White flowers with a 

tinge of yellow towards the base and springing from a tall leafy flower stem, the Madonna lily is a 

native of the Balkans and West Asia and features 

in the Old Testament as well as in pagan myths. 

 

It came to prominence in Europe as a potent 

symbol for the purity and innocence of the Vir-

gin Mary. The Archangel Gabriel is often shown 

presenting Mary with a lily when he announces 

that she will give birth to the Son of God. This 

feast of the Annunciation is on 25 March, Lady 

Day. By long tradition this was also thought to 

be the date of Jesus‟ crucifixion so by combining 

the lily and the depiction of Jesus on the cross, 

the mediaeval mind saw the shared suffering of 

mother and son, as well as the joys and sorrows 

of the Virgin Mary. 

 

The lily crucifix had its heyday in the late 14th to 

early 16th Centuries, and seems to be an English 

tradition. Needless to say the iconography out-

raged the reformers of the 16th and 17th Centuries 

and very few lily crucifixes still survive. About 

twelve examples exist in churches from Shrop-

shire to the Isle of Wight, Suffolk to Somerset as 

well as one example now in an Estonian  

museum.  

 

Some lily crucifixes were carved in stone in 

forgotten niches or remain as remnants of 

stained glass or carved misericords.  Some 

painted examples survived under whitewash but 

none are as detailed and in such good condition 

as the one in our own Lady Chapel. Here the 

painted ceiling from 1391 depicts the lineage of 

Christ from Jesse, through David and many 

other kings and prophets to Joseph. Then the last 

three panels show the Virgin Mary and the Arch-

angel on either side of a superbly detailed lily 

crucifix. 

 

Nowadays the most common lily in flower ar-

rangements is Lilium longiflorum, a native of 

Japan. While the white flower is similar to the 

Madonna lily this species has the ability to be 

manipulated by growers to flower when re-

quired. This is why it is called the Easter lily and 

can be relied on to decorate our church however 

early Easter falls. 
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In 2010 we know that there must be a General 

Election before June. 1910 began and ended with 

General Elections; there was no change of gov-

ernment and the parliament could have run for 

another two years. The key issue was the House 

of Lords. As Lloyd George (Chancellor of the 

Exchequer) put it „whether the country was to be 

governed by The King and Peers or The King and 

the people‟ 

The government was Liberal (the last one) but the 

Conservatives dominated the Lords and frustrated 

Liberal plans - even throwing out the Budget in 

1909. They regarded it as a class Budget with 

undue taxes on the rich. After the first election in 

January 1910 the Budget was passed and a bill 

introduced to reduce the Lords‟ power.  

Edward VII was persuaded that if necessary, he 

would create enough Liberal Peers to get the bill 

through, but only if they won another election. In 

May he died and his son George V succeeded.  

Over the summer efforts were made to reach a 

compromise. When this failed a second election 

was held in December and the Parliament Act 

passed in 1911. 

The Act stated that the Lords could not touch 

money bills and only delay bills for two years.  

(In 1949 reduced to one year.) The life of a par-

liament was reduced from seven to five years. 

The introduction to this stated that „whereas it is 

intended to substitute for the House of Lords as it 

at present exists, a second chamber constituted on 

a popular instead of a hereditary basis but such a 

substitution cannot immediately be brought into 

operation........‟ 

St Helen‟s congregation and friends recently had 

an opportunity to take the Britishness Examina-

tion (Life in the UK test – as designed by the 

Home Office) at an evening event to support our 

Rector, Charles Miller, who will be sitting the 

examination as 

part of the proc-

ess of applying 

for citizenship. 

The event was 

ably organised 

by Rod Hunt, 

who was keen 

to get us into 

the spirit of 

things with a 

thoroughly 

British pro-

gramme for the 

evening.  Our 

host venue, the 

King‟s Head 

and Bell, coped 

admirably with the packed house and served a 

traditional supper of fish and chips or sausages 

and mash. As a prelude to the examination, and 

by way of some last minute „cramming‟, we en-

joyed a series of entertainments on the theme of 

Britishness in prose, verse and song from some 

very able performers, Jeanne Wesson, Ian Miles, 

Sheila Hills and Norman Dawson. 

The test itself was a nerve-wracking affair, with 

no consultation allowed and questions covering 

many aspects of 

British life. As 

we tallied up our 

final scores (with 

considerable con-

troversy related 

to how many 

public holidays 

we have a year, 

is it three or 

four?) and deter-

mined who 

would be able to 

stay in Great 

Britain, we found 

that a large part 

of the congrega-

tion would have 

to pack its bags 

on the morrow. Happily, our Rector passed with 

flying colours, bravo!  

Best wishes with pursuing British citizenship 

Charles. Great Britain will be honoured to have 

you! 

How British Are You? 
Melanie Brown 

1910 to 2010—100 years of Lords’ Reform 
Silvia Joinson 
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With the very bad weather we experienced this 

winter we, as a congregation, probably need a 

reminder to collect more for the homeless this 

year, so I am making another plea for this worthy 

cause. Together with Trinity Church we donate 

items as listed below and then they are sorted by 

Barbara and John Deakin from Trinity and taken 

to their destinations in Oxford. We have also sup-

ported the Abingdon Foodbank. They were full 

after Harvest offerings but now need to re-stock 

(see page 6). 

There are twelve different institutions for which 

they sort out items as requested. Not all of them 

want food or clothes. The Porch, for instance, 

provides computer training and cookery lessons, 

therefore utensils are required for the training 

kitchen. I have a list of each centre‟s requests if 

anybody cares to see them. 

The basket for the collection of your gifts is to 

your right as you enter the Church, before the 

Welcome Desk and Gift Stall. 

Below is a list of the items we can use. Your help 

is very much appreciated. Please help us main-

tain, and ever increase, our giving to this vital 

cause. Thank you. 

 Non-perishable foods such as tea, coffee, 

sugar, tins of any sort, rice, pasta, biscuits, jam, 

chocolate, cup-a-soup, pickles, pot noodles, etc 

 Soap, tissues, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodor-

ant, flannels, and towels. 

 Warm clothing (especially for men) to include 

coats, anoraks, pants, socks, gloves, hats, 

scarves, etc. 

 Blankets, single sheets. 

 Kitchen utensils, knives, pots, pans, strainers, 

etc. 

 Cleaning and antibacterial products, etc. 

These are all very acceptable items for transfer to 

the various agencies for the homeless in Oxford 

such as Simon House, The Gap, The Porch, Eng-

lish Churches Housing and more. 

With Love to the Homeless 
Susan Greenford 

A suggestion: Visit GOOGLE and enter HOME-

LESS IN OXFORD for your introduction to the 

work of a range of homeless agencies in Oxford 

and watch some interesting www.youtube clips. 

Ed. 

In the century since, what progress has been 

made towards this intention? A significant change 

came in 1958 with the introduction of Life Peers. 

In 1999 all but 92 of the hereditary Peers were 

removed but further reform has stalled. 

What effect have these reforms had? The intro-

duction of Life Peers has had a considerable im-

pact. People of distinction in their various fields 

were appointed and women were members for the 

first time. Richard (now Lord) Harries is an ex-

ample of a man of eminence who has made his 

mark in the Lords. He first sat as one of the 26 

Bishops in the House but was made a Life Peer 

on his retirement as Bishop of Oxford in 2006 so 

that he could continue his well-regarded contribu-

tions.  

It became a more active and effective chamber, 

reinforced later by the removal of most of the 

„hereditaries‟. Debates are often of a high calibre 

and legislation is given more careful scrutiny than 

the Commons has time for. Their Select Commit-

tees make a valuable contribution, notably that 

for Science and Technology. Those on proposed 

European Legislation are highly-regarded. When 

the government has a large majority (as under 

Mrs Thatcher and Tony Blair) some have argued 

that the real opposition is found in the Lords.  A 

key difference in the Lords is that nearly a third 

of members have no party affiliation, sitting as 

crossbenchers. This means that proceedings are 

much less partisan or confrontational. 

So what is next? Will Lords‟ reform appear in the 

2010 manifestos? Should the Lords be abolished 

altogether? Some countries do have only one 

chamber. Some favour an entirely elected house, 

others an entirely nominated or appointed cham-

ber. In the introduction to the 2007 White Paper 

on Lords‟ Reform Jack Straw favoured a hybrid 

house, 50% elected and 50% appointed. Conclud-

ing that this would be „more democratically le-

gitimate‟ but not „overtly political in the rela-

tively partisan way of the House of Commons‟. 

100 Years of Lords’ Reform continued 

http://www.youtube
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If you would like an event listed on this page let us 

know by the 10th of the previous month and we will try 

to include it. Contact Silvia at alanj@phonecoop.coop 

or tel. 01235 521247 

 

 

 

St Helen‟s Church  and  Church in Abingdon News 

St Helen’s Church 
 

Tuesday 13 April  

 Mothers’ Union talk 
 20.00 in Church Centre  

Janet Chapman on „Talking Books‟ 

 

Thursday 15 April 

St Helen’s Church AGM 

19.30 in Church Centre 

  

Sunday 18 April 

Promenade Concert & Tea 

15.00 in Church, followed  at 

16.30 Evensong with Baptism 

 

Wednesday 21 April 

US Chamber Choir Concert 

19.30 in Church 

Main Street Singers from California 

Tickets £7 & £3 concessions 

 

Wednesday Club  
20.00 in Church Centre 

Talk by Wendy Hughes 

„Sculptured Textiles & Manipulating Materials‟ 

 

Saturday 24 April 

Friends of St Helen’s Coffee Morning 

10.30-12.30 in Church Centre  

 

For list of Holy Week Services see page 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Michael’s Church  
 

Wednesday 21 April 

Lunch Club 

12.30 to book a place ring 522591 or 538758 

 

 

 

St Nicolas’ Church 
 

Saturday 8 May 

Medieval Banquet with Entertainment 
Abbey Buildings 

More details: Pauline Burren 521873 

 

Church in Abingdon 
 

Thursdays 1 & 15 April 

“Back to 35”  

joint venture with Age Concern 

10.30 –11.30 Baptist Church Hall  

An opportunity for chat & fellowship 

 

Friday 2 April Good Friday 

Procession from the Library 

1eaves 11.45 for 

Service at St Nicolas’  

at 12.00 led by 

Town Centre Chaplaincy 

 

35 Ock Street closes for Easter Break 

14.00 Wednesday 31 March until 

 10.30 Monday 12 April 

 

Saturday 8 May 

Christian Aid Sale 

09.30 - 12.30 Market place  

 

Sunday 9 May 

Christian Aid Service  

at the start of CA week 

Abingdon Baptist Church 

 

Take a look at the revised CiA Website  

www.church-in-abingdon.org.uk 

 

Prayers for 35 Ock Street 

Volunteers at the café begin their day with prayer. 

Colin Pattenden would like to compile a file for the 

volunteers. Could you write a prayer for the café cus-

tomers and volunteers? It could include responses and/ 

or scripture verses. Take to 35 or email Colin  

colinat7@hotmail.com  

 

Foodbank 

The foodbank has been in operation for nearly a year 

and has helped over 120 families thanks to support 

from churches across Abingdon. It provides a 3-day 

food package to help during a crisis. The number at-

tending has risen since Christmas and they are now 

regularly supporting 4-5 families per week.  They have 

the joy of being able to pray with people and also pro-

vide other support, eg furniture & clothing. Stocks 

have run low. Present need is for: 

Tinned peas, carrots, meat, rice pudding, UHT milk, 

long-life fruit juice        Jenny.corps@btinternet.com 
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After L (ent) 
Set by Rod Hunt 

The first word of every answer begins with L and the second begins with each consecutive letter of the alpha-

bet in order LA LB LC LD e.g Los Angeles, lunch box, lance corporal, legionnaires’ disease, labour exchange 

etc . . . 

 

LA Born Nancy Witcher Lanthorne – first woman MP         _________________________ 

LB Explosives sent in the post     _________________________ 

LC Area of church dedicated to the Virgin Mary   _________________________ 

LD National Park in NW England     _________________________ 

LE Physical characteristic of Bugs Bunny    _________________________ 

LF Another name for okra      _________________________ 

LG Retracted after takeoff      _________________________ 

LI Operation requiring many people to execute it  _________________________ 

LJ Unglamorous underwear, oh boy! they keep you warm! _________________________ 

LK Not generally heard of      _________________________ 

LL Volatile Lads and ladettes out on the booze   _________________________ 

LM People of similar views      _________________________ 

LN Soppy name of domicile for romantically inclined couple _________________________ 

LO Get them in before the landlord calls „time‟.   _________________________ 

LP Residence of Archbishop of Canterbury since 1197  _________________________ 

LQ District in Paris on south bank of the Seine   _________________________ 

LR Town in Arkansas scene of desegregation riots in 1957 _________________________ 

LS “For the sake of auld …..  …..”     _________________________ 

LT Scottish pound notes in England    _________________________ 

LU To queue        _________________________ 

LV Gambling town in Nevada       _________________________ 

LW She looked back turned into a pillar of salt   _________________________ 

LX A Roman „sixty‟ (no change needed!)    _________________________ 

LY Astronomical distance (9.4607 x 1012 km)   _________________________ 

LZ A capital place to keep animals     _________________________ 

B  R A S E N O S E   E X C E L 

A   S   V   R   A   V   U   I 

L A P W I N G   C H E V R O N 

L   I   L O A T H E     R   C 

I D R I S   N O     P I A N O 

O   I     O   O K R A   N   L 

L I N A C R E   I   G E T O N 

  C     R E G A T T A     D   

N E R V E   G   H A N D S E T 

E   H   E A S T   P     T   R 

W O U N D     A G   A M A T I 

Y   B     S O R R O W   I   N 

O R A T I O N   E F F E N D I 

R   R   R   E   I   U   E   T 

K E B L E   R E G U L A R L Y 

More About Windows 
Norman Dawson 

In the winter months the sun is low in the southern sky. 

As a consequence, the clerestory windows on the south 

side of the nave cast images on the wall under the 

equivalent windows on the north side of the church.  

From my accustomed place in the choir stalls I am well 

placed to observe this phenomenon. As the service pro-

gresses the images move until they line up exactly with 

the northern windows. It is traditional to build churches 

with their axis lying from East to West so I expected this 

alignment to occur at noon - Oxford time, (famously, 

five minutes later than Greenwich Mean Time). In fact, 

it happens at around eleven o‟clock GMT. 

I am confused (an increasingly frequent occurrence these 

days). Can anyone offer an explanation? 

(It would be churlish to disclose during whose sermon I 

first noticed this.)     

March crossword solution 
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To arrange baptisms, weddings and funerals contact the Parish Office. 

Clergy are available in the Church Office between 19.00 - 20.00 on a Wednesday.  

Call the office to book an appointment. 

 

 Rector:    The Revd Dr Charles Miller 

 Assisting Priest (NSM):  The Revd Tim Hewes 

 Curate (NSM):    The Revd Dr Simon Thorn 

 

 Director of Music:   Christopher Fletcher-Campbell 

 Parish Administrator:  Linda Barker 

St Helen‟s Church Office: St Helen‟s Close, Abingdon, OX14 5BS 

01235 520144  

[normal opening hours 09.00 to 14.15 Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri] 

E-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 

www.sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 

Divine Services 
Morning Prayer 09.10 every weekday  (except 5-9 April) 

Evening Prayer 17.10 every weekday (except 5-9 April) 

Holy Communion 08.00 Sundays this month  

   (alternating monthly with St Nicolas‟) 

Sung Eucharist 10.00 every Sunday with Junior Church 

Wednesday Church 10.30  every Wednesday (Holy Com-

 munion followed by refreshments 

Silent Prayer  18.10 Mondays 12 and 26 in Lady  

   Chapel 

 

Sunday Evening Services 
 4 April  none 

11 April 18.30 Taizé 

18 April 16.30 Evensong  

25 April 18.30 Healing Service 

 

Meetings and Gatherings all in Church Centre unless marked 

Baby and Toddler Group 09.30 and 11.00 Mon 19 and 26 

Baptism Preparation  20.00 Tues 6 and 20  

Bereavement Support 19.30 Thurs 8 

Christian Aid   20.00 Tues 20 

Confirmation Preparation 14.20 Thurs 29 

Marriage Preparation 20.00 Wed 14, 21 and 28 

6:19 Men‟s Group  20.00 Tues 13 Old Anchor pub 

Mothers‟ Union  20.00 Tues 13 

St Helen‟s Church AGM 19.30 Thurs 15 

Wednesday Club  20.00 Wed 21 

 

Events 
Sunday 18 15.00 Promenade Concert and Teas, in Church 

Wed 23 19.30  Main St Singers‟ Concert, in Church 

Sat 24  10.30 FOSH Coffee morning, Church Centre 

Thurs 29 19.30 Annual Parochial Church Meeting, in  

  Church 

The services and events listed here are correct at the time of 

going to press - please consult the weekly Newssheet if in doubt. 

Holy Week at St Helen’s 

Palm Sunday 26 March 

10.00  Procession and Palm Liturgy 

Monday 29 March 

20.00  Sung Compline and address, St Nicolas’ 

Tuesday 30 March 

20.00  Sung Compline and address, St Nicolas’ 

Wednesday 31 March 

10.00 Holy Communion 

20.00  Sung Compline and address, St Nicolas’ 

Maundy Thursday 1 April 

20.00  Sung Eucharist and stripping of the altar 

Good Friday  2 April 

12.00  Devotional Concert 

 The Crucifixion by Stainer,  

 sung by the choir 

1400 Good Friday Liturgy, with joint choirs 

 St Michael’s 

Easter Eve Saturday 3 April 

20.00  Easter Vigil and renewal of Baptism vows 

Easter Day Sunday 4 April 

08.00  Holy Communion (Book of Common 

Prayer) 

10.00  Festival Eucharist 

 


