November 2009

Minimum price 25p

Issue 13 number 2

x|

i

_.e/} THELEN’S WINDOW

2

.....

3 M
’ & a0

i

STHELIFN

The Editors

Jeanne Wesson
Sheila Hills
Silvia Joinson
Catherine Kimber
David Pope
Rachel Walker

Copy for next issu
to Jeanne Wesso
by 10th day of
preceding month

U

—

11 Gordon Drive,
Abingdon,
0OX14 3sW

Tel: 01235 52608%
Email:

jeanne.wesson@
virgin.net

—

Designed and pagessq
in Times New Roman

Come to Supper on Friday?
Bishop Ronald Gordon

mon Prayer on their shelves, and maybe in their pockets, compara-

tively few, | suspect, have their own copy of Common Worship. That's
not necessarily surprising or blameworthy, since CW isarmiok but a col-
lection of books. These include, to put it simply, a Sunday book ancle we
day book. The web bristles with information about them.

Compared with the number of people who used to have a Book of Com-

Where | now live we use mainly Common Worship, and are aepremto
‘Prayer E’. | often want to ask questions when | hear ingtrager that on the
night before Jesus died ‘he had supper with his friendshadta somewhat
suburban ring. ‘I wonder if you could both have supper with us next Friday.
We’ve got some delightful people coming whom I'm sure you'd likené®t'.
Nothing wrong with that - except that it doesn’t quite fit with the Lagtp@r.

Who were those ‘friends’ with whom Jesus had his last me@h& chief of

them, when trouble arose, denied that he knew anything about Jesus; two of
them, sons of an ambitious mother, had inherited her failing, in ngatdp

seats in the kingdom ; one of them had actually betrayed Jesus for money.

| don’t know the origin of the phrase in Common Worship about Jestrsgha
‘supper with his friends’. (The company he kept was often what soigiet
call undesirable.) Does it come from an ancient liturgy?is@ the invention
of a modern liturgical committee? Be that as it may,poiyt is that the sup-
per guests were invited not because they were friends - thoeighwvere - but
because they were disciples - though at that stage nogwedyones. Just as
someone might be invited to a meal in Downing Street, not because bhe
was a personal friend of the PM but because the invitee weasrder of the
Cabinet. To be a disciple is to be in a learning role and twpig to receive
some needed gifts through the agency of another. The New Testpraks
of a ‘master’.

So is it wrong to think of us coming to Jesus, perhaps to the sacrafoemt-
munion, as a ‘friend’ ? Most certainly not. But the friendshipds some-
thing we have to offer as a way of qualifying for a seat at the tafilae
friendship stems always from Jesus himself and, as we enchimteve may
hope to reflect something of it.

‘| have called you friends,” hgaid.
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Letter to the Editor

As Librarian at the Oxford University Department fdontinuing Education, John Wesson's 'Learnind_ffa’
article (October issue) certainly resonated with heee daily the positive effect study has on peophether
being undertaken for the first time, to change eredop a career, support voluntary work or justtfa sheer
joy of learning something new. Just this week @lee@ame into the Library with a broad smile onfaee and
expressed her excitement at receiving her FresdPac¥ at the age of 65!

Sadly, life-long learning is under threat. The Goweent no longer gives any funding to anyone stuglyor
an equivalent or lower qualification to one whitiey already hold. This policy has resulted in ssticareduc-
tion of income for Continuing Education institut&yrand has of course resulted in increased feeallfetu-
dents. Thus life-long learning may be pushed beybadneans of some people.

A further consequence is that many University Dapeants have decided the challenge is too greathand
closed down. In our region, the Departments att@i8ath and Reading Universities have eitherexdosr are
winding down, so that courses will simply not baitable even if they can be afforded. This comes tine
of recession, and in an era when we are told teajdb for life is over and we must be preparetbéon new
skills and change track in our working lives.

As the General Election looms, you may wish to tjoascanvassers on their party's policy for lifeddadult
learning. Sue Pemberton

Time to change the date of Advent?

programme of Quiet Days and other events. My attention wastaitrto a an event to be
held on Saturday November"8alled“ Preparing for a coming — an Advent Quiet Day,
but on checking my diary | found this was the day of St Helehiss@nas Market so | would be
unable to attend. However it did make me think about the purpose of Aaheihibw impossible it
is in today’s world to use these four weeks in a quiet pralyarfd reflective way. Just look at St
Helen's — even our Christmas lunch is booked for Decenib#iessecond Sunday of Advent and
the Carol Service for the #December. During the run up many of us will be attending various
Christmas events most of them involving food and alcohol so thattwith all the shopping, plan-
ning, travelling etc we arrive at the ®®ecember exhausted and as one gets older more than
somewhat jaded.

A few weeks ago the Aston Tyrrold Centre for Reflection sentheir August to December

Our church will be beautifully and lovingly decorated just befoneistmas Eve, and although the
season of Christmas extends beyond tH& 2&cember the church will be firmly closed after the
morning service on Christmas Day, until the next sparsely atteswlette and the New Year,
when everything will be stripped out, and all that beauty gone largelyrunsee

What to do? Well how about Advent Sunday being brought forward t8aMits Sunday and No-
vember being used as a time of preparation spiritually afpemphysically with a degree of ab-
stinence for which our waistlines and liver will be gratefnte we arrive at December. After all
what'’s to be said about November - apart from my birthday? To quote th&hmreas Hood

“No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease,
No comfortable feel in any member—
No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no birds,—
November!

Let us accept the fact that for the world Christmas resaat@escendo on the™4and 28" Decem-
ber when everyone collapses to briefly rise again for the Sales and the [deeelbdrations. Why
don’t we accept this by having a brightly lit, decorated apein church during December to en-
courage people of all ages to come in to soak up the Christtrmasphere, light candles, say a
prayer, and bring in the children. How about having a childrstory telling afternoon in the...
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....Lady Chapel every Saturday and Sunday afternoon during December @irikenas story, or
stories of how Christmas was spent years ago. Refreshroemgrénts could be served in the south
aisle with folk prepared to engage with them about the place of Christmas and tlneiiclounccom-
munity life. Let's make the formal time of Advent a cheeffijous and welcoming time and use
November to prepare ourselves for the spiritual aspects of theobitthrist.

Susan Scott

St Helen’s is pleased to welcome...

CAROLINE COX, Baroness Cox of Queensbury

aroline Cox became the Rt. Honourable Baroness Cox of Queenst@§drand is a cross-
bench member of the House of Lords and founder and Chief Execuficer@ff the Hu-
manitarian Aid Relief TruddART.

Caroline’s personal faith grew throughout her childhood — a pradesmlution, rather than revela-
tion. She was confirmed at the age of 11, which was her choidgutipressure from her parents.
At the age of 18 she became a nurse at the London Hospital.

She developed a passion for justice and was a socialist in gpolifithout ever becoming a member
of the Labour Party. Caroline then decided to pursue an acadamir and studied sociology as an
external student of London University; then evolved a rich backgt of teaching, lecturing, writ-
ing, advocacy and politics. She is probably best known for her pertsesivocacy of forgotten con-
flicts and situations across the globe. On that account sheebame known to many as a “voice for
the voiceless”.

Baroness Cox brings to her wide concerns an engaging passionspithg personal witness. The
conversation which will take place &t.Helen’s Churchon Wednesday November 1 at 7.30pm
will take up topics as diverse as Britain’s Christianthgg, its place in the emerging global political
order, Christianity and Islam, and the persecuted church.

Do make this evening known to others in the wider community who care aboutsueh is

My Hobby and Me - My Joy with Borrowed Dogs

host for dogs of owners who go on holiday or in

to hospital or go away for some other reason.
The “Barking Mad” franchise phone me if they have a
dog in need of a holiday home. This means thainl ca
agree to have the dog or not, to suit myself.
I mostly take small dogs, all of which are trairead in
good health. They are all great company and weyenjo
lots of walks together. Because these dogs aredlove
and well cared for they are very affectionate alayp
ful.
There are many hosts for such dogs and the framéhis
always seeking new hosts. When they arrive the dogs
bring everything with them, bedding, food, toy®ats,
dishes, and most important — pooh bags!
After my lovely dog Coffee died | decided not tovha
another permanent dog and so | really enjoy atisiof
breeds with very different characters who stayaféew
days at a time and | give them a holiday away from
their home.

I wo years have now passed since | first became a

Loelia Lyon
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Prisons Week - November 15 to 2T November

The annual week of prayer for those involved withywho care about prisoners

In March 2009 there were 2,133 15-17 year-oldsrisgn and 255 12-15 year-olds in privately run secu
training centres in England and Wales

Although the press focus is often on teenage mtdbehaviour and teenage drinking habits vereligiten-
tion is given to children and young people who fihdmselves in prison —from the babies who aresthéth
offending mothers and the young people who arectlbecause of their own offences. As this is stidl t
YEAR OF THE CHILD it seems appropriate to remindsaives of some of the facts.

# At the end of March 2009 more children were ingmior robbery than any other offence.

# Twenty-nine children have died in penal custodgsih990 most by self-inflicted death but one folow
ing restraint.

# Two out of five girls and one out of four boys imstody report suffering violence at home.

# 40% of children in custody have previously been alass.

# Itis estimated that there are 160,000 childrei wiparent in prison each year.

During their time at school 7% of children expedertheir father’'s imprisonment. In 2006, more dfsid

were affected by the imprisonment of a parent thadivorce in the family.

Figures from the Annual Prison Factfile (June 20@®pduced by the charity the Prison Reform Trust.
www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk

PRISONS WEEK was formed to pray for and raise angse of the needs of prisoners and their families,
victims of offenders, prison staff and all who cdtes a registered charityww.prisonsweek.org

A PRAYER
Lord, you offer freedom to all people.
We pray for those in prison. Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist.
Support with your love prisoners, their families and friends, prison staff and all who car

Heal those who have been wounded by the activities of others, especiallyitine ofictrime.
Help us to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and walk humble togdth&hnist in
His strength and in His Spirit, now and every day.
Amen

Women Prisoners in Rwanda

During her summer vacation from Bristol Universityndsay Dale visited Rwanda and went inside the
women's prison there with Prison Fellowship Rwarstes writes...

Imagine thousands of people, dressed in pink aadger pyjamas, crammed inside a prison stretchedefar
yond its capacity. Many of these men and women néller receive news from their loved ones durirarth
imprisonment; in fact many claim to be falsely imspned and doubt that they will ever be granteddoen or
a fair trial. It is perhaps strange then, thatceieed the warmest, most heartfelt welcome of npyttr Rwanda
from the female inmates of Rilima penitentiary.

We had barely stepped inside their courtyard bebeiag engulfed by a wave of hugs, kisses andissies,
showing not only how fondly they regarded Pastap® Deo, but also their enthusiasm to hear hinalspe
again. Prison Fellowship Rwanda’s ministry, prihyarworking with current and former prisoners anchge
cide survivors, focuses on the need for repentaiocgiveness, and reconciliation. The fact thaséhevords
are used so much by Rwandan authorities and aidcagge (to the point where they seem governmentally-
forced requirements), means that prisoners arnallgiinable to accept or trust that true forgivemand free-
dom could be a reality. However, the gospel famfuasll PFR’s work shows that the route to real regiation
(with God, themselves, and those they've offenaedt) be found in Christ.

It is seeing the impact that salvation in Jesusdmathe lives of these people, who've lived throughd even
been responsible for, unspeakable suffering, thattvates Prison Fellowship Rwanda to keep preacttieg
transformational power of the good news for allgdeo




5 November 2009

New Faces in St Helen’s

Bishop Henry and Mrs Catherine Scriven - from Arca&iio Abingdon

My husband Henry and | are discovering what iike to live on an ancient little street in a medietown. It
was only a year ago that we came to England foe@kwor Henry to meet with his new colleagues aive g
me three days in which to find a house. We had lre&httsburgh six years, Henry working as a bishag |
as a teacher. We were delighted to move back tdaBdgand be nearer to our children and new gratdichi
Henry went off to his meetings that day in Octolaer | saw thirty houses, ten in Oxford, ten in sheround-
ing villages and ten in Abingdon. It was a giftfidGod to meet Bishop Ronald Gordon, see his lokielyse
on East St. Helen Street and have our offer aedept

My background is full of years of living in diffene countries. | was born in Madrid of Americapldimatic
parents and grew up in Argentina, Brazil, PananthReru with a smattering of Washington DC in betwee
tours. Henry was born in Farnham in Surrey; bothgairents were military doctors and he had a vegligh
upbringing between his lovely country house andt®eBschool. We met in 1973 when | was travelling in
England. We attended theological college togethdrraarried in 1975.

Henry was a curate in Harrow for four years anch tive went to Argentina with SAMS in 1980. We werdyo
there for two years, as we left with other missitesmin 1982, at the outbreak of the Falklands Wee. fled
back to my country and Henry got a job in an Egietaehurch as an assistant rector in Little Roalkafsas,

my mother's home state. In 1985 we went to Spalivécand work with the Spanish Episcopal church1990
Henry was appointed chaplain to the British Emba3ksyrch of St. George, Madrid. Then in 1995 Henasw
appointed Suffragan Bishop in Europe. He was coased in St. Paul's Cathedral by Archbishop George
Carey who had also married us twenty years before.

After seven years of travelling around the fortyatries and two hundred chaplaincies, we had theilgge
of being called back to the States where Henry Assistant Bishop of Pittsburgh for almost sevenryea
Henry is South American Mission Director for SAM®G, and also Assistant Bishop in Oxford. Apart from
being a Grandma one day a week, | am availabledet mur new friends and neighbours in East St. iHele
Street.

Catherine Scriven

Simon Thorn PhD, FCollP, CBiol, FLS.

Simon is the quintessential Englishman. Educatednat
old Church of England Public School - Winchestehne-
now teaches Science at another one - Radley - anddne
so for over ten years. At an earlier age than rbss, his
grandmother taught him to pray and nurtured in hien
love of the Psalms and the Proverbs. Winchestele@ml
caught the ball she threw, and ran with it as f&aitaould
towards last week’s try-line: Simon’s ordination aslea-
con in the Church of England.

His school awakened in the teenage Simon an irs&aki-

tivity and later a certainty in the existence ofdzdlis-

cerned in the regular attendances at obligatoryp€hservices and the voluntary Eucharists. By the @&f
his first year at this school founded by a pri&8ilifam of Wykeham, the 14th century Bishop of Wiras-
ter, no less!) in order to train boys up to becamests, Simon had turned into a confirmed Christia

As a biologist, however, he was later advised amtas a doctor, despite the ever-present callsoMaker
“needling” him to come into the fold. His long careand training in the biological sciences have &y
helped his faith: like all good doctors, he is ataid of needles - whether they come from God ankmd.
His training as a scientist enables him to reasssirhat he is “certain that life has evolved byure selec-
tion. Our Christian faith helps us understand wheyare here and what our responsibilities are to, @odne
another and to the planet on which we live.”

Despite his eminence in his educational and sdierftelds, Simon is well endowed with a very Ersdfli
sense of modesty. St Helen’s is very fortunate éceme him as our new Curate, and does so with open
arms.

David Pope October 2009
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St Helen’s Church and

Church in Abingdon news

St Helen’s Church

Sunday 1 NovembelAll Saints’ Day
Deanery Choral Evensong
Tea in South Aisle from 15:00
Choral Evensong with joint choirs 16:30
Preacher: The Rt Revd Henry Scriven

Sunday 8 NovembeiRemembrance Sunday
10:00 Civic Service with Uniformed Organisations
11:00Ceremony at the War Memorial

Wednesday 11 November
A Heart for Humanity
Baroness Cox in conversation with the Rector
19:30 in Church, followed by refreshments
and a chance to meet the speaker
Adults £5, students £3

Sunday 15 November
Promenade Concert
15:00Tea and music for 8 cellos
16:30 Sung (not Choral) Evensong

Wednesday 18 November
Wednesday Club
20:00 in Church Centre
Talk on Northmoor Trust (note change of topic)

Friday 20 November
Friends of St Helen’s
in Church Centre
19:30refreshments
10:00talk by Pat Goodwin
Members £2, non-members £3

Saturday 21 November
Concert by Abbey Brass
19:30in Church

Tuesday 24 November
Shopping trip to Salisbury
Cost £15 per person. More details and list
to sign on board in church, or contact
Susan Scott (01235 522960)

Wednesday 25 November
11:00 Welcome Home Service for the Army

Saturday 28 November
10:00-15:00Christmas Market
in Church, with coffee in the South Aisle,
and light lunches in Church Centre 12:00-14:00
Volunteers for help on the day and
organising stalls, please contact Susan
(01235 522960) / see notice in church

Sunday 29 NovembeAdvent Sunday
16:30Service of Readings and Hymns

St Michael’'s Church

Saturday 21 November
Christmas Fair 10:00-15:00
A variety of stalls, refreshments and
a chance to see the new Labyrinth

Wednesday 25 November
Lunch Club 12:30
2 course meal for £3.75
To book call 01235 522591 or 01235 538758
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Church in Abingdon
and beyond

Sunday 22 November
Annual Bereavement Service
15:00 at St Helen's Church

Food Bank
100 people have been helped so far by this scheme
which has received many harvest contributions so at
present the cupboard is full. Please continue ay pr
for the project and look out for future appeals.

“Back to 35”

Meetings organised by Age Concern and 35 Ock
Street to provide conversation, activities and uisef
information. 10:30-11:30 in Baptist Church Hall
5 November: Seated Exercise class
19 November: Amnesty International

Riding Lights Theatre Company
“Origins and Lemons”
Squeeze the juice out Gfenesis
19:30, Monday November
at All Saints’, Marcham

Tickets £13, concessions £8
01904 613000 owvww.ridinglights.org
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Solution to October Crossword
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Several Dickens Tales by Eccles
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November at St Helen’s Church

Divine Services Sunday Evening Services

Morning Prayer 09:10 every weekday 1 Nov.16:30 Deanery Choirs’ Choral Evensong
Evening Prayer 17:10 every weekday 8 18:30 Sung Eucharist

Sung Eucharist 10:00 every Sunday except 8 Novembe 15 16:30 Sung Evensong

Silent Prayer 18:10 Mondays 2, 16 & 30 November 22 18:30 Celtic Service

Sunday 8 November 10:00 Remembrance Service 29 16:30 Advent Carols and Readings

and procession to War Memorial
Sunday 8 November 15:00 Baptism
Sunday 22 Nov. 15:00 CiA Bereavement Service

Wednesday 25 Nov. 11:00 Homecoming Parade Service ﬁQ;D
‘3rd Sunday’ Music k

Meetings and Gatherings at St Helen’s
Alpha Course 19:30 every Thursday in Church Centre 15 November
Babies & Toddlers 09:30 and 11:00 every Mondaylii€h Centre i
Baptism prep. 20:0Quesdays3 & 10 November M C.ellco CO”?Ctéon I
Beavers and Cubs 17:15 Wednesdays 11, 18 & 25 Nosem US,'C oruptooce _OS
Brownies 18:15 Tuesdays 3, 10, 17 & 24 November Music and Te?a at 15:00,
Darby and Joan 13:00 Tuesday 24 November followed by simple sung
Desiring Life 14:30 Tuesdays 10 & 17 November Evensong at 16:30
Friends of St Helen’s19:30 Friday 20 November
Marriage prep. 20:00 Wednesday 25 November
Museum Friends’ 29 November .

meeting 19:00 Thursday 5 November in Church Advent Carols and Readings
Wednesday Club  20:00 Wednesday 18 November 16:30

20 December

Events Christmas Carols and Readings

Baroness Cox 19:30 Wednesday 11 November in Church
Peal of bells 10:00 Saturday 21 November 17 January 2010
Abbey Brass Concert 19:30 Saturday 21 November Come and singMessiah
Salisbury Shoppingt.t.b.c. Tuesday 24 November

Christmas Market  10:00-15:00 Saturday 28 November

To arrange baptisms, weddings and funerals please contact the Pficsh Of
Clergy are available in the Church Office between 19:00 - 20:00 on Wednesdays
please call the office to book an appointment.

Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller
Assisting Priest (NSM): The Revd Tim Hewes

Curate (NSM): The Revd Dr Simon Thorn
Director of Music: Christopher Fletcher-Campbell

Parish Administrator: Linda Barker

St Helen’s Church Office: St Helen’s Close, Abingdon, OX14 5BS
01235 520144
E-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk
www.sthelens.abingdon.org.uk




